
<<December 1, 2009>>
Re:  Mammography and cervical cancer screening guidelines remains unchanged
Dear Employee:

The U.S. Preventive Services Task Force (USPSTF) recently released new guidelines for mammography screening based on a review of the medical literature.  They are recommending that regular screening for breast cancer in women begin at age 50, rather than the previously recommended screening beginning at age 40.  
UnitedHealthcare considers mammography an important screening procedure, one that has resulted in the ability to detect and treat breast cancer at earlier stages of the disease and save lives. Many health and professional organizations such as the American Cancer Society, the American College of Radiology, and the American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists (ACOG) continue to recommend mammography screenings begin at age 40.  

The decision of when to begin screening should be made in consultation between you, the plan member, and your personal physician.  <<We/UnitedHealthcare>> will continue to offer coverage of screening mammograms when recommended by your physician.

In addition, ACOG has changed its guidance on cervical cancer screening, recommending less frequent screening for women in their 20s.  As with mammography, UnitedHealthcare recommends that this decision be made following a discussion between you and your physician, to determine the frequency of cervical cancer screenings.  <<We are/UnitedHealthcare is>> not changing its coverage for cervical cancer screening and will continue to offer coverage for this service when recommended by your physician.
If you have any questions about your coverage or plan benefits please feel free to call the Customer Care number listed on the back of your member ID card.

Sincerely, 

<<Employer>>
